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Recently, the president and publisher, Mi-

chael G. Kane, wrote in a message to read-
ers: ‘‘Through 150 years, 16 publishers, seven 
name changes, five building locations, and 
more than 45,000 editions, we have been the 
eyes and ears of mid-Michigan. And a remark-
able community it is: capital of the great state 
of Michigan, home of one of the nation’s great 
universities, and birthplace of an automobile 
industry.’’

Clearly, the newspaper leadership and it’s 
staff understands that in one of the most di-
verse regions of the state, the Lansing State 
Journal is called on to fulfill its responsibility 
as community mirror, historian, and monitor. 
From birth to death, the Lansing State Journal 
chronicles the important milestones in the lives 
of the people who live and work in mid-Michi-
gan, captures in print and picture the ebb and 
flow of life in each community throughout the 
region, and serves as a key element in the 
mid-Michigan marketplace. 

From the reception desk to the newsroom 
and advertising department, to the press room 
and the circulation office and distribution team, 
the people who produce a newspaper every 
day of every year are truly part of the heart-
beat of the mid-Michigan region. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring the Lansing State Journal and its 
employees and retirees for all they have ac-
complished. May we extend best wishes for 
the future, and express our respect and appre-
ciation for their important role in the commu-
nity.
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Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of a statement by Rabbi Israel 
Zoberman, spiritual leader of Congregation 
Beth Chaverim in Virginia Beach, Virginia in 
recognition of the hope of peace created by 
recent Middle East developments.

I have been witness to remarkable develop-
ments in the Middle East with far-reaching 
implications, giving that volatile and violent 
region and the world at large renewed hope 
for peaceful transformation following four 
and a half years of the bloody Second 
Intifada now formally ended. 

As a member of the Rabbinical Council of 
ARZA, the Association of The Reform Zion-
ists of America, serving the million and a 
half Jews of Reform Judaism, our delegation 
was at Israel’s Knesset when German Presi-
dent Horst Kohler accompanied by Israeli 
President Moshe Katzav entered to address 
the parliamentary body on the 40th anniver-
sary of Israeli-German diplomatic relations. 
Sixty years since the death camps’ liberation 
it was still too trying for a few of Israel’s 
elected representatives to hear the language 
used by the Holocaust’s perpetrators though 
Germany has become Israel’s close friend. 

Yet this historic opportunity, the first for 
a German president on an official state visit 
with the German flag decorating Jerusalem’s 
streets, is an appreciated lesson that peace 
can follow a painful past. It also alerts us 
that fears and vulnerabilities simmer just 

below the surface, mindful of the global rise 
in anti-Semitism and the apprehension con-
cerning ultimate Arab intentions. In our dis-
cussions with Knesset members of both the 
coalition and opposition, we were exposed to 
Israel’s vibrant democracy that hopefully 
will spread throughout the Middle East. 

Equally significant was to watch Secretary 
of State Condoleezza Rice’s motorcade speed 
through Israel’s Capital. Her poignant pres-
ence so closely following her installation in 
office was a clear signal to all concerned 
that the United States led by President 
George W. Bush placed the settlement of the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict high on its agen-
da of concerns, to enabling both sides to 
reach that elusive peace which involves the 
traumatic disengagement from Gaza and 
parts of the West Bank along with further 
trying concessions for the two long-embat-
tled peoples. Chairman Abu Mazen’s imme-
diate and fateful challenge is to prevail upon 
militant Palestinians to end the terrorism of 
suicide bombings and rocket launchings that 
might derail progress as in the past. How-
ever, Jewish extremists pose danger of their 
own, recalling Prime Minister Rabin’s 1995 
assassination. 

I was glued to Israeli T.V. as the Sharon 
Summit with Prime Minister Sharon, Chair-
man Abu Mazen, President Mubarak and 
King Abdullah gathered with evident deter-
mination to break through the vicious cycle 
of death and despair. Both Sharon and Abu 
Mazen vowed to immediately cease all mili-
tary operations with Egypt and Jordan com-
mitting to returning their ambassadors to 
Israel. When Sharon heartfeltedly spoke 
these unforgettable words, ‘‘to kindle for all 
the region’s nations a first light of hope,’’ I 
whispered my own ‘‘Amen.’’

Our warm meeting in Tel-Aviv with Amer-
ican Ambassador Daniel Kurtzer was an illu-
minating experience, as we were briefed by a 
Middle East expert on the arena’s shifting 
dynamics. He expressed cautious optimism 
following Arafat’s departure, the one who 
was the stalling obstacle at Camp David 2000 
and beyond. We toured various segments of 
the ‘‘security barrier,’’ and in Jerusalem we 
were guided by Colonel (Res.) Danny Terza, 
the project’s head administrator for the Min-
istry of Defense who has been responsible for 
its complex erection in a city with multi re-
ligious and ethnic layers that he successfully 
dialogued with to avoid hard feelings. The 
cement part of the fence, only 4.5 percent of 
it, is designed to be dismantled when called 
upon. Its purpose of blocking terrorist infil-
trations has proved itself over ninety per-
cent. 

We held a memorial service in the Nahalal 
cemetery of the Jesreel valley for Israel’s 
first astronaut, Ilan Ramon, who perished 
along with his heroic fellow crew members of 
the Columbia shuttle two years ago. Ilan, 
who participated as a pilot in 1981 in destroy-
ing Iraq’s nuclear facility and whose mother 
survived Auschwitz, will remain an enduring 
symbol of courage and creativity. Our group 
of rabbis also paid respect at the Abukasis 
home in the town of Sderot, who lost their 
seventeen year old daughter Ella, an exem-
plary young woman, in a rocket attack on 
January 15 from neighboring Gaza. The he-
roic high school senior was killed while she 
saved the life of her wounded ten year old 
brother Tamir, protecting him with her own 
body. 

Let the day come soon when the children 
of both parties to the tragic conflict will 
grow up to fulfill their soaring dreams. After 
all, it is their birthright and the best guar-
antee for lasting peace.
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Ms. HART. Mr. Speaker, I would like to take 
this opportunity to recognize Gertrude Bagnall 
for her courageous and selfless actions, which 
resulted in the rescue of a human life. 

Mrs. Bagnall, with little regard to her own 
safety, raced into a church building in Farrell, 
Pennsylvania that had, moments earlier, ex-
ploded. Gertrude rushed to the aid of Pastor 
Barbara McCrae and parishioner Bruce Davis. 
She was able to assist Pastor Barbara 
McCrae from the building and into a waiting 
ambulance. Gertrude uncovered Mr. Davis 
from debris that had fallen on him in the ex-
plosion, allowing him to be rescued by emer-
gency workers that arrived on the scene. 
Gertrude’s bravery will be recognized at the 
‘‘Celebrate a Hero’’ banquet to be held in her 
honor on Saturday, March 19, 2005 at the 
Hermitage Fire Hall. 

I ask my colleagues in the United States 
House of Representatives to join me in hon-
oring Gertrude Bagnall. It is an honor to rep-
resent the Fourth Congressional District of 
Pennsylvania and a pleasure to salute citizens 
such as Gertrude that display such selfless-
ness and courage.

f 

HONORING HENRIETTA 
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Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor and pay tribute to Henrietta 
Villaescusa, who passed away at the age of 
84 on March 6, 2005, in Tucson, Arizona. As 
we join her family and friends who mourn her 
loss, I would like to acknowledge Henrietta for 
her remarkable contributions to public health, 
the nursing profession and the Hispanic com-
munity. 

Henrietta Villaescusa was a pioneering 
Latina at a time when Hispanic women were 
not widely represented in the nursing field. 
Henrietta served as the only Hispanic public 
health supervising nurse for the Los Angeles 
City Health Department. She later broke 
boundaries in the federal government as the 
first Hispanic nurse to serve as Health Admin-
istrator for the Health Services Administration 
and the first Mexican-American Chief Nurse 
Consultant in the Office of Maternal and Child 
Health. Henrietta eventually rose to the posi-
tion of chief nurse of the Division of Maternal 
and Child Health, where she was responsible 
for all nursing aspects of the nation’s maternal 
and children’s health programs. 

Henrietta’s work was not limited to America. 
She helped improve health care in Latin Amer-
ica through her work at the Alliance for 
Progress, the President’s Office of Community 
Development and the Agency for International 
Development. 

Nor was her work limited by her retirement. 
After officially retiring in 1985, Henrietta was 
asked by the Surgeon General to help develop 
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